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PREFACE 
TO THE FIFTH EDITION. 


FIRST SERIES. 


PO re ees 


Tax past has a charm for Americans, as well as for the inhabitants of countries whose history 
extends far into the shadowy and unknown; our early and romantic past has the merit of being known 
and truly related; everything which adds to these truths is sought for with avidity by the curious and 
intelligent inquirer. We have now many autograph collectors, who may be viewed in the light of 
preservers of documents which would otherwise perish or be dispersed; to few, comparatively, are 
their treasures revealed. It was suggested, therefore, that a few of the most rare and curious “Ilis- 
torical and Literary Curiosities” in the possession of individuals, should be grouped for the amusement 
and instruction of the present and of future generations, who may well know from printed accounts 
what things were done, but who can also thus learn how they were done. 

Nearly all the articles in the present collection have been taken by competent artists from the 
originals of which they purport to be fac-similes. Considerable labor and trouble have been expendod 
in collecting together the varied materials here presented; but it has been with the Editors a “labor 
of love,” rewarded by the pleasure of the pursuit. 

The work having been received with extraordinary favor by tho public, and a fifth edition being 
called for, some additions and alterations have been made, which will create increased interest in tho 
volume, J. JAY SMITH, 

JOHN F. WATSON. 


*,” Fully to understand the work, it is necessary, in turning over the pages, to have constant 
reference to the Table of Contents, where will be found many explanations for which space could not 
be found on the plates. 


NOTE TO THE SIXTH EDITION. 


Notwithstanding the announcement in the second series of this worl: that the first would not be 
reprinted, the public has demanded a sixth edition, which has been entirely redrawn, and many highly 
interesting additions have been made, 


Pumanecrina, October, 1860, 
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Tlundwriting of Captain Green, In the possesion of d. day Sinith. 


Plate 30.—Autographs of modern authors, naval commanders, &e. &e. a 
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Plate 32.—Note from Col. Pendleton respecting the new Amerienn Court, Note from Gard Sterling relative 
to his lottery. A copy of his lottery ticket, with various autographs. 
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fee, Jn possession of Frank M. Mttings, sq. 
Note from Benedict Arnold a few days before his treason, ordering horses (o exeape, 
Jn possession afd. day Siuith. 


Plates 34 and 35.—Original Surrender of Lord Cornwallis at Yorktown, signed by Cornwnllia. 


Plate 29. Plate 30. Plate 31. Plate 32. Plate 33. Plate 34. Plate 35. 


C Most: Serene, Serre, most’ Juuso, pit hgh laa mbt, honoralle , 


and prudent ay flicks, Princes, Dukes Earls Bian Jods, 
pecticwygtjea ae rdges fe paor opall the noel a andy men 


-— (or secular who shall Sct pots or hear them wu “We the United Hautes 


\ Ri Gis Ge Zh sy aw lta i Lol call the En f 
1 See 
4 yy “ ie a Nae my ics hy 
N 4 tthe vd paladin rare — 
s. 7  — herrhe shall uudge/junoper wohl we 
: 4 es t Fhe fk 
1 hae : CAlnited tates je hexpiotta ee. = 
3 \% ‘oman pent nat ene A 
VN 8 Ce Mamsvyfy 7s vate hy re 
¥ z en page 


Enlarge 


NIXN 


PUNXX 
Miscellaneous Aulographs 


Yom Peg we conf, Li Dewy Cthartee, Rglititigh 


atu Mie. | artinn ate. Caiblim AGE Latte tpl D 
Are ha > Sage Le ee 
Wi pot OF2 ve. fexeb Ae oe —— z 

par etin tie ier Adak rhs 
7c Be ti Ap ig ted Speaedl a 


Vat Yuttate 


co 
tilion Blarsy Scart on ae 
Wore Loagdvyi MM gjes Ftygor— 
ies yo 0 LCE 
rhew asd Fi2bs 
Wisin’ 


— iad TE, i Deke fegT ante 


ance Dee Spee Wil Ss theron 


Enlarge 


Miseelluncous Auto ogviuphs 


(Aha (a He fille AK uchers 
Un ete ft Men i al _ yobs 


Letts Cilent,. Hy Ah 

Ci kent, gt gee =e ep 
Mctesib LALO, Vy YO) Vif a a LB nl 

holon etjbot Aipamet? Ets he 


47am Anes 
a ig fue om 


a ute; pm 


“TIT tts 


Cappertfntly iayryour, 84 A ph Wp 
Pract, bared Wyett — Yong wth rg 


LOE Ap eccrrgee/ 
ty Am as johnei ee Ot, 
P er ——- 
a “oy 79 
Ln BL 27 nee 


Ny 


PUXXNXT 


Enlarge 


Dear Sir Conotime Bing Suly 27.4773 
; Re onteeTainmanesih 03 foreegnAmbafpeacors and. “aso f Itsbenedion 
Arete oblige oertlo eabablesh a Logint, mvrush tn te firth unppntefton tray oun Nak: 
Chana clea Uraquines Some CMentum ny with would be thane th decent Soble Wage. 
~ fable Heh Gary. prefs or Viens : properly lempared. 4 Iplindar n% btermmy te. 
beorhus bud Jbey pardon Those whe have temcimnky condiuched Hs hy the ewig hips. 
deme, ty so thork anoad. wil ttted ne heficully aduihng bag vmall affarn. 
BY Sur Yrrvy OBO? Sea 


Palen, “Rip olla torn. 


he Meyer ame “a ‘ 


pstthcsetn tamale Cov Lavn Gy he ae la Caper ~ cf Vee. 
Be @O- / / 
a 6 besene boeye —_ 


Pak HOC AE Ms VaR Css b 1IION WIT oe ae 

{sRDELAWARE LOTTERY, 1772. ae ae 

3. [476 18 = ea euil 
a. | Poffeflor of this Ticker, will BA 4 Pervant- 


ae be entitled to the PRIZE drawn7y, doy 
ne to it’s Number. tert - (jh 
| Enter'd by ea 
hades 


“ lan K On ee tego) 
++ RASC seas \ Av ZA fey 6 { 
Bs: YyP den AP Ye Ue 


PUXXXIL 


Enlarge 


In ASSEMBLY Fig 1786 


HIS is to certify, that eansacrrin & 


PL XXX, 


CP% 


fi has attended as a Member of A embly for the @armme- 


City of hi Ca Mebprhets, — 


~ 72§ Days, at Six Shil- 


lings per Dien, for which there is ‘se to him the Sum of 
SE Gee By tovolpeendy, Ce Cog fe: dill Qa etigpe 


Sig ned, by 


4 Dw Joffe aa 


Order of the ld a, 
ae sigh 


To. 
“fie Treafurer of the County of A 


pW Leek el Covrcdy 
4b ek GL. ¢ Ctnamnat the 
e-2 


Mav Orhir a : = 


Z. ‘ce 2 feb. TE acini Sey 
anal 


a, 


i oh ec hes 


a Le ee Ld. Monee 


a a [a ae ee 
ae, 


Enlarge 


ORIGINAL SURRENDER OF LORD CORNWALLIS AT YORK TOWN. 


ARTICLES of Capitulation settled between his Excellency General Washington, Coifiander in Chief of 
‘he combined Forces of America & France—His Excellency The Count de Rochambeau, Lieutenant General 
of the Armies of the King of France—Great Cross of the Royal & Military Order of St. Louis—Commanding 
the Auxiliary Troops of his most Christian Majesty in Ameriea—And His Excellency the Count de Grasse, 
Lieutenant General of the Naval Armies of his Most Christian Majesty, Commander of the Order of St. Louis, 
eoinands in Chief the Naval Army of France in the Chesapeak—on the One Part—And The Right Hon“* Earl 
Cornwallis, Lieu General of His Britannick Majesty’s Forces, Commanding the Garrisons of York and Glou- 
cester and Thomas Symonds, Esq", Commanding His Britannick Majesty’s Naval forces in York River in 


Virginia on the other part. 


Axgticiy 1**—The Garrisons of York & Gloucester, including the Officers & Seamen of his Bniannic 
Majesty’s Ships as well as other Mariners, to surrender themselves Prisoners of War to the Combined Forces 
of America & France—The Land Troops to remain prisoners to the United States—The Navy to the Nuval 
Army of His Most Christian Majesty. 


Granted. 
Antrone 2*—The artillery, arms, accoutrements, military chest & public stores of every denomination, 


shall be delivered unimpamed to the heads of departments appointed to receive them. 

Granted. 

Anricte 3°—At 12 o’clock this day the two Redoubts on the left Flank of York to be deliverea—the 
one to a detachment of American Infantry—the other to a detachment of French Grenadiers—The Garrison of 
York will march out to a place to be appointed in front of the posts at 2 o’clock precisely; with shouldered 
arms, colours cased & drums beating a British or German march—they are then to ground their arms, and 
return to their encampment, where they will remain until they are despatched to the place of their destination. 
Two works on the Gloucester side will be delivered at one o’clock to detachments of French & American 
troops appointed {o possess them.—The Garrison will march out at three o’clock in the afternoon—The 
Cavalry with their swords drawn, trumpets sounding, & the infantry in the manner prescribed for the gar- 
rison of York; they are likewise to return to their encampment untill they can be finally marched off. 

Granted. 

Arricte 4%—Officers are to retain their side-arms ; both officers & soldiers to keep their private property 
of every kind, & no part of their Baggage or papers to be at any time subject to search or inspection, ‘The 
Baggage & papers of officers & soldiers taken during the siege, to be likewise preserved for them. It is 
understood that any property obviously belonging to the Inhabitants of these States in the possession of the 
Garrison shall be subject to be reclaimed. 


Granted, 
Anricux 5“—The soldiers to be kept in Virginia, Maryland, or Pennsylvania, & as much by Regiments 


as possible, & supplied with the same rations of Provisions as are allowed to soldiers in the service of America: 
—A field olficer from each Nation—viz""—British, Anspach, and Hessian, & other officers on parole, in the 
proro~zn of one to fifty men, to be allowed to reside near their respective Regiments, to visit them freouently, 
& be wamesses of their 'l'reatment, & that these officers may receive & deliver clothing & other Necessantes for 
them, for which passports are to be granted wnen appii¢a ror. 

Gravtea. 
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Anticte 6*-—The General, Siaff, & other officers not employed as mentionvu in the above article, & who 
chuse it to be permitted to go on parole to Europe, to N. York orto any other American maratime posts at present 
a the possession of the British forces, at their own option, & proper vessels to be granted by the Connt de 
Grasse to carry them under flags of Truce to New York within ten Days from this date, if possible, & ‘hey to 
reside in a District to be agreed upon hereafter, until they embark. The officers of the civil Departments of 
the Army and Navy to be included in this Article; passports to go by land to be granted to those to whom 
vessels cannot be furnished. 


Granted. 
Anticcs T°-—Oflicers to be allowed to keep soldiers as servants according to the common practice of the 


service ; servants not soldiers are not to be considered as prisoners & and are to be allowed to attend their 
master's. 


Granted. 
Anticre 8*"—The Bonetta sloop-of-war to be equipped & navigated by its present Captain & crew, and 


left entirely at the disposal of Lord Cornwallis, from the hour that the Capitulation is signed, (o receive an aid- 
de-camp to carry Despatches to Sir Henry Clinton ; & such soldiers as he may think proper to send to N. York 
to be permitted to sail without examination, when his despatches are ready. His Lordship engaging on his 
part that the ship shall be delivered to the order of the Count de Grasse if she escapes the dangers of the seas; 
that she shall not carry off any public stores ;—any part of the Crew, that may be deficient on her Return, & 
the soldiers & passengers to be accounted for on her Delivery. 

Axticte 9%—The Traders are to preserve their Property, & to be allowed three months to dispose of, or 
remove them—And those Traders are not to be considered as prisoners of War. 

Aarticie 9"-—The Traders will be allowed to dispose of their effects—the Allied Army having the right 
of pre-emption—the Traders to be considered as prisoners of War on parole. 

Anticie 10"-—Natives or Inhabitants of different parts of this Country at present in York or Gloucester 
are not to be punished on account of having joined the British Army. 

Anticie 10%-—This article cannot be assented to, being altogether of Civil Resort. 

Auricir 11"-—Proper Hospitals to be furnished for the sick and wounded; they are to be attended by 
their own Surgeons on parole, & they are to be furnished with Medicines & Stores from the American Hospitals. 

Arricue 11"-—The Hospital Stores now in York & Gloucester shall be delivered for the use of the British 
sick & wounded; passports will be granted for procuring them further supplies from N. York as oceasion may 
require ; & proper Hospitals will be furnished for the reception of the sick & wounded of the two Garrisons. 

Axticty 12'"-—Wagzgons to be furnished to carry the Baggage of the officers attending the Soldiers, & to 
Surgeons when travelling on account of the sick—attending the Hospitals at public Expence. 

Arricre 12".—They will be furnished if possible. 

AnticLe 13-—The Shipping & Boats in the two Harbors, with all their Stores, Guns, Tackling & Apparel 
shall be delivered up in their present State, to an Officer of the Navy, appointed to take possession of them— 
previously unloading the private property, part of which had been on hand for security during the siege. 

Arricre 14"—No Article of the Capitulation to be infringed on pretext of Reprisal, & if there be any 
doubtful Expressions in it, they are to be interpreted according to the common meaning & acceptation of the 
Words. 

Grantes. 

Done at York in Virginia this 19* tay of October 1781. 
CORNWALLIS, 
THOS: SYMONDS: 


16 


TO the Right Monorable the Lords Spiritual and Temporal of Great Britain in Parliament As 


sembled. 


‘Tux Mrmontat of the Vrecholders and other Inhabitants of the Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island, 


and Providence Plantations, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, ‘The 
Government of the Counties of New-Castle, Kent and Sussex, upon Delaware, Province of 
Maryland. 


Most Iuatmiy Stvwerr, 


That his Majesty's leige Subjects in his American Colonies, though they Acknowledge due Subordination 
to that August Body the British Parliament, are entitled, in the Opinion of your Memorialists, to all the inherent 
Rights and Liberties of the Nutives of Great Britain, and have ever since the Settlement of said Colonies 
Lxereised those Rights and Liberties, as far as their Local Circumstances would permit. 

That your Memorialists humbly conceive one of the most essential Rights of these Colonists, which they 
have ever till lately uninterruptedly enjoyed, to be ‘Trial by Jury. 

That your Memorialists also humbly conceive another of these essential Rights to be the Exemption from 
all Taxes hut such as are imposed on the People by the Several Legislatures in these Colonies, which Right 
also they have 7till of late freely enjoyed, 

But your Memorialists lumbly beg Ieave to represent to your Lordships, that the Act for granting certain 
Stamp Duties in the British Colonies in America fills his Majesty’s American Subjects with the deepest Concern, 
as it tends to Deprive them of the (wo fundamental and invaluable Rights and Liberties above mentioned, 
and that several other late Acts of Parliament, which extend the Jurisdiction and Power of Courts of Admiralty 
in the Plantations beyond their limils in Great Britain, thereby make an unhappy distinction as to the Modes 
of Trial between us and our fellow Subjects there, by whom we have never been excelled in Duty & Loyalty 
fo our Sovereirn. 

"That from the Natural Connexion between Great Britain and America, the perpetual continuance of which 
Your Memorialists most ardently desire, they conecive that nothing can conduce more to the Interest of both than 
the Colonists’ free enjoyment of their Rights & Liberties, and an affectionate intercourse between Great Britain 
& them. Bat your Memorialists (not waving their claim to these Rights, of which, with the most becoming 
Veneration & Deference to the Wisdom & Justice of your Lordships they apprehend they cannot reasonably 
be deprived) humbly represent that from the Peculiar Circumstances of these Colonies the Duties Imposed 
by the Aforesaid Act, and Several other late Acts of Parliament are extremely grievous and burthensome, and 
the Payment of the said Duties will very soon, for want of Specie, become absolutely impracticable, and that 
the Restrictions on Trade by the said Acts will not only greatly Distress the Colonies but must be Extremely 
detrimental to the Trade and true interest of Great Britain. 

Your Memorialists therefore impressed with a just sense of the Unfortunate circumstances of the Colonies 
& the Tmpending destructive Consequences, which must necessarily ensue from the Execution of those Acts, 
and animated with the Warmest sentiments of filial Affection for their Mother country most earnestly & humbly 
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intreat that your Lordships will be pleased to hear their Council in support of this Memorial, and take the 
Premisses into your most Serious Consideration, and that your Lordships will also be thereupon pleased to 
pursue such measures for restoring the Just Rights and Liberties of the Colonies, and preserving them forever 
inviolate, for redressing their present and preventing future Grievances, thereby promoting the united Interest 
of Great Britain and America, as to your Lordships in your great wisdom shall seem most Conducive and 
efectual to that important End. 


And your Memorialists as in Duty bound will ever pray, &e*. 


JAMES OTIS, (espe from sus IIouse ot 
. epresentatives of the Massa- 
OLR. PARTRIDGE, chusetts Bay. 


METCALFE BOWLER, Committee from the Gen. As- 


sembly of Rhode Island and 
HENRY WARD, Providence Plantations. 


HENDK. FISHER, ( Committee from the Province of 
JOSEPH BORDEN, 4 New Jersey. 


GEO. BRYAN, Commitice from the Province of 
JOHN MORTON, ( Pennsylvania. 


End of the Project Gutenberg EBook of American Historical and Literary 
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